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History 111: One of the major themes we trace is environmental destruction associated with 

industrialization, overproduction, agribusiness, and war. We looked specifically at the 

environmental collapse of the Dust Bowl associated with the same capitalistic values that created 

the Great Depression. We looked at the rise of the chemical industry during WWI and WWII and 

chemicals as weapons against insects and humans. And we also traced the rise of 

environmentalism from the late 19
th

 century (Muir’s preservation vs. Pinchot’s conservation) to 

the post-Silent Spring popular movement of the 1960s and 70s. In all cases, this information was 

taught in lectures, readings, exams, and the final current event presentation. Students 

demonstrated nuanced understandings of, for instance, the impacts of the suburbs on ecology and 

the difficulties in convincing a capitalistic society to consider environment as more than a 

problem of the future. I was very pleased with their growth in understanding the 20
th

 century as a 

uniquely destructive chapter in environmental history, as demonstrated by the fact that many 

students chose current event articles that expressed concern about the unsustainability of our 

current relationship to environment. 

 

History 111: American History from 1877 to the Present 

Spring 2012 

Dr. Kathryn Shively Meier 

Email: kathryn.meier@scranton.edu 

Office: LSC 374 

Office hours: MW 2-3, or T by appointment 

 
A President does not shape a new and personal vision of America. He collects it from the scattered hopes of the 

American past… This, then, is the state of the Union: Free and restless, growing and full of hope. So it was in the 

beginning. So it shall always be. --Lyndon B. Johnson 

 

Course Description and Objectives: 

This course, while a general introduction to American history from 1877 to the present, 

concentrates upon military history and social history. The U.S. military has shaped our 

international identity and served as a mirror of societal changes at home, such as the crusades for 

human rights, gender equality, and equal education. Thus, on one hand, we will investigate: 1) 

the makeup of United States armed forces, 2) the relationship between civilians and warfare, 3) 

America’s growth into a superpower, and 4) and the contradictory forces of invention and 

destruction that war engenders. On the other hand, we will explore how people groups 

marginalized by our democratic and social systems—such as black Americans, Indians, and 

gender and sexual minorities—reacted to oppression and shaped society. We will even consider 

environment as a minority in need of representation. If these topics do not interest, you should 

feel free to take another section of this course. 

 

Professional Conduct: 

Because this is an introductory class, you may be exposed to unfamiliar concepts and methods 

and unexpected challenges; however, professional conduct will be expected at all times.  

 

1) This means respecting me, yourself, your peers, as well as the historical actors we 

investigate by preparing all readings in advance, taking notes, listening carefully, and 

speaking only when appropriate. This classroom is to be a safe and inclusive space, in 

which we learn to “walk a mile” in others’ shoes, whether we agree with them or not.  



2 

 

 

2) In order to achieve the focus necessary to understand a time and place that are not our 

own, please turn off and put away all electronic equipment—computers, cell phones, 

ipads, head phones, ipods, etc.— during class. If I see your cell phone out, I will take 2 

points off your next exam, no exceptions! The information the web provides can be 

written by anyone with internet access, whereas in class, I make every effort to provide 

you with current scholarship from actual experts in American history. 

 

3) Because this is a professional setting, all email communications should be in 

accordance with workplace standards, including a salutation and closing. All university 

instructors are referred to as “Dr.” or “Professor.” Please bear in mind that I check my 

email twice daily during business hours (8am-5pm) and very rarely on weekends, 

holidays, or breaks, but I will make every attempt to resolve issues promptly and fairly. 

Just as I agree to answer your emails, you must also check your email regularly to 

receive communications about this class. 
 

4) Performance, not effort, determines your course grade. Though this is an introductory 

class, it is challenging. I reward thoughtful reflection and intellectual rigor above all else.  

 

5) Conduct your intellectual life with ethical integrity. Plagiarism (presenting someone 

else’s words and ideas as your own), collusion, duplicate submission of the same work, 

providing false information, and theft of exams and other materials are serious ethical 

violations that will earn students an F on the assignment or the course and be reported to 

the dean for possible expulsion from the university.  

 

*If you demonstrate a genuine effort to conduct yourself according to these standards, I will 

often be willing to write you a letter of recommendation upon request (if given sufficient 

information and time to complete it). Professional recommendations make our future careers as 

much, if not more, than grades do. 

 

Attendance: 

History is not a set of “facts” but arguments crafted by historians—a reality obfuscated by the 

textbook. The bulk of your exam points come from articulating arguments about key ideas from 

lectures and the books/articles; therefore, it will be exceptionally difficult to pass this class 

without attending every day. Further, your participation grade depends upon your presence. 

 

If you must miss class, you are responsible for contacting a classmate (not me) about any class 

content and announcements given during your absence. Reading the textbook is not sufficient to 

make up for missed material.  

 

If I miss class I should contact ___________________________________________________ 

 

If I miss class I should contact____________________________________________________ 

 

Students with Disabilities: 
In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the 
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Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence. If you do not go through the CTLE, I cannot 

accommodate you. Likewise, I can only accommodate students who present me with a CTLE 

letter at least one week before an exam. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (x 4039) 

or Jim Muniz (x 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. For more information, 

see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities. 

 

Assignments:  
Participation (15%): Students are expected to prepare in advance all readings and participate in 

discussions, as well as conversations that arise during lecture days. I highly value the knowledge 

we produce in class discussion and expect to see it on exam answers. I will draw up a seating 

plan to keep track of your participation.  

 

Reading Quizzes (15%): In my experience, students at the introductory level need a little 

encouragement to complete their readings on time. Quizzes are multiple-choice and true/false 

format and can only be taken during the first five minutes of class. They cannot be made up for 

any reason, but I will drop your lowest quiz grade at the end of the term. (The only exception is 

the syllabus quiz—if a student joins my course late, the student is required to take the syllabus 

quiz.) 

 

Current Event Presentation (10%): In a group of 2-3, students will prepare a brief presentation 

on a current event from the period of the semester. The presentation should take a total of 5-7 

minutes, including discussion. Introduce yourselves, explain the article, and relate its content to 

the themes of the class. Prepare one question to direct to your fellow classmates. A handout will 

follow. 

 

Exams (60%): There will be three in-class exams, consisting of IDs and essays, each worth 20% 

of your grade. I will give you a pool of IDs and essay questions in advance from which you will 

be tested. IDs are key concepts and documents of the day from lecture—you should note dates, 

descriptions, and arguments about significance as you take notes. Essays test on the books and 

articles.  

 Exams must be taken as scheduled. An abundance of other exams/papers/extracurricular 

activities are not grounds for rescheduling an exam. In fact, there are no grounds for 

rescheduling an exam.  

 Missed exams cannot be made-up. If you miss an exam for any reason (illness, death in 

family, sporting event, hangover, alien abduction, etc.), you must take the cumulative 

final exam to replace it. I do not give make-up exams. No exceptions. 

 The optional final exam is cumulative and will only be offered during the time scheduled 

by the university. 

 If you’re unsatisfied with an exam grade, you may take the final exam and replace your 

lowest exam grade with your score on the final. 

 If you have taken all of the previous exams, the final exam grade cannot hurt you unless 

it is 10 or more points lower than your lowest exam grade. In this case, the lower final 

exam grade will replace the lowest previous exam grade.   

 

Extra Credit Opportunity (+2%): This is the only opportunity for extra credit in this course. The 

Everhart Museum located in Nay Aug Park (1901 Mulberry Street) is hosting an exhibit entitled 

http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities
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“Posing Beauty in African American Culture,” from Feb. 3 to Apr. 1, 2012 on loan from NYU. I 

highly recommend that everyone attend, but if you wish to receive extra credit, you must provide 

me with two items: 1) a ticket or program to prove your visit and 2) 1 page double-spaced on 

what the exhibit taught you about beauty in African American culture. The graded 2% will be 

added to your final grade. 

 

Grading: C-range grades indicate that your work is sufficient or satisfactory for the course. B-

range grades reflect above-average work that demonstrates full knowledge of the readings and 

course materials but may reflect a lack of originality of thought. A-range grades show superior 

grasp of all course concepts as well as individuality and creativity. 

 

  87-89=B+ 77-79=C+ 67-69=D+ 

94-100=A 83-86=B 73-76=C 63-66=D 

90-93=A- 80-82=B- 70-72=C- 60-62=D- 

 

*After I return a graded assignment, you must wait a full 24 hours before discussing the 

assignment with me. Please take this time to reflect upon the rubric/comments I have provided. 

 

Texts:  

Books: (any version is acceptable) 

- Perry D. Jamieson, Crossing the Deadly Ground: United States Army Tactics, 1865-1899,  

ISBN: 0817350888 

- Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front, ISBN: 0449213943  

[Unlike the other readings on the list, this is a novel, a work of fiction. It is not sufficient 

to read the cliff notes, because in a history class we are not concerned with plot but 

historical details. It is better to read/skim some of the actual book than to look it up on the 

internet. Read for details about mental and physical soldier experience in WWI.] 

 

Electronic Readings: (All of these documents, except when noted, can be found on our course 

website. You are required to print and bring all written material, except images, to class!) 

- Leon Litwack, “Hellhounds” (+ photographs) 

- Donald Worster, Dust Bowl, Introduction and Ch. 1  

- Edmund Russell, “Speaking of Annihilation,” Mobilizing for War against Human and Insect  

Enemies, 1914-1945” 

- The U.S. Civil Rights Movement in photographs (on website below) 

http://photos.state.gov/galleries/usinfo-photo/39/civil_rights_07/1.html 

- Michael Mandelbaum, “Vietnam: The Television War”  

- Abigail Pogrebin, “How Do You Spell Ms.,” New York Magazine feature  

- R. Claire Snyder, “The Citizen Soldier Tradition and Gender Integration of the U.S. Military”  

 

Textbook: (the 9
th

 edition is best, but a previous edition may suffice) 

- Mary Beth Norton et al, A People and a Nation, Brief Edition, Vol. 2, 9
th

 Ed., ISBN:  

9780495916239  

[You needn’t read every word of the textbook, but you will want to use it to clarify and  

fill in what you hear in lectures. The textbook is required, because it is generally 

impossible to catch everything I say in lecture alone.] 
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Schedule  

All assignments and readings are in bold and corresponding textbook chapters are noted. 

Beside each date you will find the title of each lecture. 

 

Week 1: Textbook (hereafter TB) Ch. 16, 20; Start reading Jamieson 

1-30 Introduction 

2-1 Was Reconstruction a Failure?  

2-3 American Leviathan  

 

Week 2: TB Ch. 17; “Hellhounds” and photographs  

2-6 The Ghost Dance 

2-8 Quiz 1 Syllabus; Life Under Jim Crow 

2-10 Quiz 2 “Hellhounds” / Discussion 

 

 

Week 3: TB Ch. 18, 19, 22; Finish Jamieson 

2-13 America’s Working Class 

2-15 Splendid and Not-So-Splendid Little Wars 

2-17 Quiz 3 Jamieson / Discussion  

 

Week 4: TB Ch. 21, 23; Start reading Remarque 

2-20 Progressives to the Rescue? 

2-22 The Great War 

2-24 WWI and its Aftermath 

 

Week 5: TB Ch. 24; Finish Remarque 

2-27 The Making of Modern Celebrity: The 1920s 

2-29 Quiz 4 Remarque / Discussion 

3-2 [EXAM 1] 

 

Week 6: TB Ch. 25, 26; Worster 

3-5 The Great Depression and American Poverty 

3-7 World War II 

3-9 Quiz 5 Worster / Discussion 

 

Week 7:  

March 12-16 [SPRING BREAK] 

  

Week 8: TB Ch. 27; Russell  

3-19 WWII continued 

3-21 “Why We Fight”: Liberating the Concentration Camps 

3-23 Quiz 6 Russell / Discussion 

 

Week 9: TB Ch. 28, 29; Civil Rights Movement in photographs 

3-26 Nixon’s Kitchen: The 1950s 
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3-28 The Boy in the River: Civil Rights 

3-30 [NO CLASS]  

 

Week 10: TB Ch. 28, 29; Civil Rights Movement in photographs  

4-2 Black Power or Nonviolence? 

4-4 [EXAM 2] 

4-6 [EASTER BREAK] 

 

Week 11: TB Ch. 30; Mandelbaum 

4-9 [EASTER BREAK] 

4-11 Vietnam 

4-13 Quiz 8 Mandelbaum / Discussion 

 

 

 

Week 12: TB Ch. 31; Pogrebin 

4-16 A Minority Revolution 

4-18 The Environmental Movement 

4-20 Quiz 9 Pogrebin / Discussion 

 

Week 13: TB Ch. 32; Snyder 

4-23 Killing Castro: American Covert Ops 

4-25 The Big 80s 

4-27 Quiz 10 Snyder / Discussion 

 

Week 14:  TB Ch. 33 

4-30 Clinton and the Welfare State 

5-2 The World the Internet Made 

5-4 [EXAM 3] 

 

Week 15: 

5-7 Current Events 

5-9 Current Events 

5-10 Current Events 

 

[FINAL EXAM on date scheduled by university] 
*All changes to this syllabus will be announced in class and posted on our course website. 

 

 

 


